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ñI fell in love with stained glass by 
studying mediaeval history at university 
and later visiting European cathedrals.  I 
love the atmosphere produced by 
transmitted light, the coloured 
reflections and the stories.  There 
was no training available to 
women in Australia then but I 
found a place in two London Art 
Schools and later in the studios 
of Patrick Reyntiens and Laur-
ence Lee (of Coventry fame).ò 
ñI was excited by the beauti-

ful modern work commissioned for the 
French church by Pere Couturier in the 
early 50ôs and later that of the post war 
German designers Schaffrath, Schreiter, 
Buschulte, Poensgen and Klos for whose 
work I got an Australia Council Grant to 
study in 1975.  This resulted in the 
worldôs first Community stained glass 
projects as I searched for a way to intro-
duce the architectural glass approach of 
Germany and its translucent opal and 
opaque glasses to Australia.  The process 
began at the Parkôs Community Centre in 
1979 where five sites totalling 110sq.m 
were made by 80 volunteers trained on 
site.ò 
ñThe success of the public art work 

dedicated to ñbeing Australian where we 
areò led to further projects in the cultural 
centres of regional areas like the Riverland, 
Whyalla and Alice Springs.  Here I was 

able to experience the landscape with locals 
who knew it and help translate this sense of 
place into windows.  These community 

projects gave access to any who volun-
teered to learn the craft and resulted in 
great local pride in a meaningful public 

artwork.  There have been twelve projects 
in all, exploring regional identity.ò 
ñI have always wanted to reflect my 

country in my work and to tell 
the bible stories in an Australian 
context.  The development of 
symbols and the interpretation 
of archetypes to serve this gen-
eration seems appropriate work 
for me.  People like to see the 
cultural threads leading back in 
history and stained glass is the 
perfect medium for this.ò 

ñAs a mediaeval history student I fell in 
love with the dark rich stained glass tell-
ing stories symbolically in glorious pat-
terned panels.  It was the light atmos-
phere they produced which fascinated me 
then and drives me now.  The ability to 
manipulate the light coming through a 
window with glass and paint to make 
reflections on the floor which set the 
stage for the buildings function for ethe-
real but achievable goals.ò 
Cedar Prestôs best loved works include 

the Araluen Foyer in Alice Springs, the 
Clerestory windows in St Peters Cathe-
dral and a huge foyer wall in the New 
Sydney Airport Arrivals Hall. 

Come along to Fox Creek Wines on 
Malpas Road and enjoy Cedarôs works. 

www.labyrinthlinkaustralia.org 
www.cedarprest.com.au 

òLiving South in the Labyrinthó 
World Class Cedar Prest 

Exhibition at Fox Creek Wines 
1st March until 30th April 

- Willunga Waldorf School Autumn Fair... Pg6 

- Big Changes at School of Performing Arts... Pg 8 
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